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A SHORT HISTORY OF FLORIDA
According to a popularly accepted notion,

Florida was discovered by Ponce De Leon. This

is all wrong. Florida was discovered by a couple

of brilliant young real estate men from New York.
True, Ponce arrived in Florida in 1513. But

he merely arrived—he really did not discover it.

He was not interested in Florida as such. He was
looking for the Fountain of Youth. The myth
still persists. Bank presidents, railroad magnates,
and captains of industry hie to Florida every mid-
winter bound on the same quest.

Poor old Ponce was knocked off by an Indian
while sampling his fourteenth spring. His ship-

mates took offense and went off in a huff.

Nothing happened after this until the year
1890, when the Florida East Coast Railway began
business and the Atlantic Seaboard Line ran a
spur into Jacksonville.

In 1901 the old Baltimore Orioles and "Jawn"
McGraw started spring training for baseball teams
in Florida. This year is likewise significant be^

cause the first bath tub was introduced. -

In 1904 a barber shop was started and the first

Floridan had his hair cut and a shave.

Within the next couple of years a toWn was
started on the east coast called Palm Beach. There
is no real significance to the name as there is not
a palm in sight. The promoters merely sought
to give the place a tropical background by playing
upon the imagination of northerners.

Sometime within the last five or six years some-
one got the idea that money was to be made in

Florida. A little advertising was done and the
first million started south.

Immediately after this towns began to spring
up. Miami, Orlando, Clearwater, Tarpon Springs
and Fort Meyers are some of them. Tarpon
Springs was made famous by the Chi Sox and
Jack Keefe.

The name "Miami" is popularly and erroneous-
ly supposed to be of Indian origin. The real facts

of the case are these : One rainy day someone re-

marked to Flagler that he was splashed with mud.
"My! Am I"? said Flagler, and to commemorate
that snappy comeback the town was called Miami.

The only name of Indian origin is Lake
Okeecheebee. There are twenty-six different ways
of pronouncing it—all wrong.

In March, 1924, while the Dodgers were train-

ing at Clearwater a syndicate of northern news-
papers featured an article by Bill Doak. Bill

declared he would not sign a Brooklyn contract
as he had made $100,000 in real estate and was
out to make another hundred thousand. The
result is a decline of our national pastime because

our noble athletes have degenerated into real estate

salesmen. The ball tossers now spend the spring

training showing prospective sucks lots lying under

six feet of water.,;v;;v\.;,,:;\:';v:-v:-::;.-.,:,;-^

Florida has become the sport mecca of the

world. "Red" Grange, Ernie Nevers and lesser

football luminaries have gathered in the shekels

in vast quantities for displaying their wares. The

leader of the Daisy Chain at Vassar has signed a

contract for a syndicate of Florida real estate men
and is going into training preparatory to an ex-

hibition tour.;-^C:.:;;
':
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V Key West is the chief seaport town on the east

coast. It is noted for brazen bootleggers, hard-

boiled revenue officers and natives in whose bosoms

the Civil War hatred still burns fiercely.

Lots are being bought and sold on option six

and nine times. This is the most popular outdoor

sport in Florida, it is known as passing the buck.

John D. Rockefeller recently scattered a handful

of dimes among a group of caddies at Ormand
Beach. It is the first money that has changed

hands in Florida in the last six months.

There are more beautiful women in Florida

than any other state in the Union—but they all

come from some place else.

Jacksonville is the center of fruit-raising in-

dustry. They claim to raise the finest fruit in the

world. They then pass laws forbidding the

entrance of fruits from anywhere else, thus prov-

ing their claim to having the finest fruits in the

state. :.:.:•,-;:•.,,,;..,

"Jack" Dempsey and "Gene" Tunney are go-

ing to meet at last—in a Florida real estate ring.

Both boys are in Miami now, doing a bally-hoo and

conducting strangers up to the dotted line.

"Jack" and "Gene" now train in a suite of

mahogany offices and are surrounded by blotters,

fountain pens and dotted lines.

Both men are training conscientiously. Every

morning they do some road work in eight-cylinder

cars. Then they exercise with the weights, lifting

mortgages and raising deposits. After that there

is a session with the dumb bells. You would be

surprised at how many dumb bells there are in

Florida.

Editor says I must stop here. Was thinking

of submitting this paper as a thesis for a degree

in history but the history prof never considered

me or my work seriously, so I pass it on to the

more kindly disposed and more appreciative under-

graduate and alumni body. Anyway a real his-

tory of Florida can never be written till the water

has been drained off the choicest building lots and

by that time—well, who will care?

Thomas Breslin, '29.


